Totin’ Chip Award
The Totin’ Chip award is required before a Scout can use a pocketknife or take part in the Woodcarving. Learning safety and use of the axe, knife, and saw is important in helping a young Scout to be prepared for future campouts.

The TOTIN' CHIP  'rights'  are given to scouts that have completed a learning  process which demonstrates their ability to use 'woods tools' correctly.

The 'woods tools' are as follows: pocketknife, camp saw, ax, hatchet, and a shovel.

The Troop provides each scout to learn the proper uses and care for each 'woods tool'. Experienced scouts teach each of the new scouts all aspects of the training required. The details of how each tools is used as well as cared for are outlined by Chapter 3 of the Scout Handbook.
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The specific requirements are:

· Read and understand woods tools use and safety rules from the Boy Scout Handbook 

· Demonstrate proper handling, care, and use of the pocketknife, ax, hatchet, saw, and shovel.

· Use knives, ax, and saw as tools not playthings.

· Knives, axes, hatchets, saws, and shovels are serious tools. They should be used only when you are willing to give them your full attention.

· Respect all safety rules to protect others.

· Respect property.  Cut living and dead trees only with permission and with good reason.

· Subscribe to the "Outdoor Code"  - Use woods tools in such a way as to leave no trace.

The scout is awarded his Totin' Chip card after completion of all of the requirements. Troop 1849 has also designed a special leather belt award which is presented to each scout when he completes his requirements.

REMEMBER, that a scouts is given the right to carry and use woods tools by the Troop. He can not use the tools before he earns the right. The rights can be revoked if the scout fails to follow the requirements.

1. Read and understand woods tools use and safety rules from the BOY SCOUT HANDBOOK. 

The blood circle
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	The blood circle, also known as a safety circle, is the term to describe the area within the radius of the arm and blade length combined, when using a pocket knife. This area can be envisioned as a sphere with a person and a sharp instrument at its center. Presumably, anyone within this radius is at risk of being wounded by an accidental slip of the blade. Therefore, it is desirable to keep other people outside of the circle at all times. 




Defining the safety circle

	The circle is found by holding the blade of the cutting instrument (never the handle) in the hand used for cutting, and slowly swinging the arm in a 360° arc. The far end of the handle marks the limits of the circle. Any person or thing within this circle is considered to be at risk of injury. While it is never a good idea to enter another person's blood circle, it is customarily the responsibility of the knife-holder to clear the circle, or to move if the circle cannot be cleared. 
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Sharpening

Sharpen your knife with a whetstone (a sharpening stone). Depending on the stone, will depend if you leave it dry, use a little water, or a tad of oil. 


Top sharpen a knife, hold the blade against the stone at about a 30 degree angle. That means that back of the blade will be tilted of the stone one-third of the way to vertical. Push the blade along the stone as though your slicing a layer off the top of the stone. Make sure you sharpen each side of the blade the same number of times, to make the blade as sharp and durable as possible. Then whip the knife off with a clean cloth, and your done. The below graphic might help you.
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2. Use knife, ax, and saw as tools, not playthings. 
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3. Use them only when you are willing to give them your full attention. 

4. Respect all safety rules to protect others. 

5. Respect property. Cut living or dead trees only with permission and good reason. 

6. I will subscribe to the Outdoor Code

Tool Care and Safe carrying
	· Place a sheath over an ax blade whenever it is not in use.

· Carry an ax at your side with one hand, the blade turned out from your body.

· If you stumble, toss the ax away from you as you fall. 
Never carry an ax over your shoulder.

· Safe storage, sheathe your ax and store it under the dining fly or in a tent.

· On the trail, a sheathed ax can be tied or strapped to the outside of your pack.

· This is the second most important thing when it comes to tools, safety being first.
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Know your tools

	If your tool is not in good working order, it could result in great injury to those around you. 

The first part to caring or repairing anything is to know its parts.
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	Camp Saw

A camp saw is the right tool for most outdoor woodcutting. The blades of folding saws close into their handles, much like the blades of pocketknives. Bow saws have curved metal frames that hold their blades in place. 
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Saw Safety

Saw teeth are needle-sharp. Treat every saw with the same respect you give your pocketknife. Close folding saws when they aren’t in use and store them in a tent or under the dining fly. Protect the blade of a bow saw with a sheath made from a piece of old garden hose the length of the blade. Slit the hose down on one side, slip it over the blade, and hold it in place with duct tape or cord. You can carry a folded camp saw inside your pack. With its sheath covering the blade, tie a bow saw flat against the outside of your pack. 

Using a Camp Saw

· Brace the wood to be cut against a solid support. 
· Use long, smooth strokes that let the weight of the saw pull the blade into the wood. 
· When sawing a dead branch from a tree, make an undercut first, then saw from the top down. The undercut prevents the falling branch from stripping bark and wood from the trunk. 
· Make a clean cut close to the trunk so you don’t leave an unsightly “hat rack”. 
· Cut saplings level with the ground so there’s no stumps for someone to trip over. 

	The Totin Patch

The Totin Patch is "NOT" to be worn on your Class -A- Uniform, it's for your patch collection.
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What happens if you do something wrong 
If someone is using the tool incorrectly there is few things you can do depending on the severity of the problem. Of course the first thing to do is stop it right there and then.  You will then be shown what is the correct method, saftey "FIRST".
What can you do to the individual: 
· You may remove a corner on the Totin' Chip, for normal problems
· You may remove 1 to 4 corners depending on the severity of the problem
· Once the individual has lost all 4 corners that individual has lost the right to use any tools, until he has re-earned the Totin' Chip. 
· Each unit has its own way of doing this, the most common being just retaking the course (this is the BSA recommend method), or some other units make the individual teach the course. 

Remember any leader in scouting (including cub scouts) has the right to take you right to use a knife or ax.

KNIVES 
1.  Sharpen your knife on an oiled _____________________. 
2.  Hold the blade at a _____ degree angle to the whetstone. 
3.  How many hands are used to properly close a knife?____________________. 
4.  Don’t carry a knife with the _________ open. 
5.  Close the _________ before handing the knife to a friend. 
6.  Cut __________ from you to prevent injury. 
7.  Keep your knife dry, __________, and ___________ at all times. 
	clean
	two
	sharp
	30
	blade
	away
	blade
	sharpening stone


AXES 
8.  List eight of the 14 areas of an ax. 
        1. ____________________ 5. ____________________ 
        2. ____________________ 6. ____________________ 
        3. ____________________ 7. ____________________ 
        4. ____________________ 8. ____________________ 
9.  How do you fix a loose ax head? ____________________________________ 
10. When honing an ax rub a dry ____________ against the ax blade in a ________________ motion. 
11. What does bucking a log mean? 
12. What is the procedure for filing an ax? 
13. Safe cutting with an ax requires clearance of an area at least how far all around? 
14. List two reasons for not driving an ax into the ground. 
15. How many people are allowed in an ax yard at any time? 
16. When an ax is not in use, what should be done with the blade? 
17. Describe the contact method for chopping a stick. 
18. Describe the contact method for splitting a stick. 
19. Ax safety: _________ when you are tired.    __________ it when not in use.    When passing an ax to  someone, hold the handle near the _____________ with the _______________ down. 
SAWS 
20. A saw will cut wood __________ as fast as an ax. 
21. Hold the wood ___________ in place and use _____________, smooth saw strokes. 
22. When you have ____________ to clear a campsite of saplings, saw them off just above ____________. 
23. Name two kinds of camp saws. 
24. What kind of file is used to sharpen a saw? 
25. Write the Outdoor Code and explain what it means. 

S C O U T    R E Q U I R E M E N T S     S I G N - O F F     F O R M

	Requirement
 Number
	        TOTIN'  CHIP 
Requirement Description
	Date of Approval
	Counselor's
Signature

	1
	Read and Understand "Woods tools" use and safety.  
	
	

	1- a
	Explain General chapter contents
	
	

	1- b
	State the Safety (include use of Axe Yards  and awareness of surroundings)

o
Do's   

o
Don'ts
	
	

	2-a
	Name the parts of :

(1)
Pocketknives  

(2)
Short and 3/4 Handle Axes  

(3)
Saws
	
	

	2-b
	Demonstrate proper handling ( carrying and handing-over)  of:

(1)
Pocketknives  

(2)
Short and 3/4 Handle Axes  

(3)
Saws
	
	

	2-c
	Demonstrate proper care (storage, cleaning, and sharpening)  of :

(1)
Pocketknives  

(2)
Short and 3/4 Handle Axes  

(3)
Saws
	
	

	2-d
	Demonstrate proper use (cutting, chopping, log splitting) of:

(1)
Pocketknives  

(2)
Short and 3/4 Handle Axes  

(3)
Saws
	
	

	3
	Explain why a scout must give undivided attention in the use of tools that cut.
	
	

	4
	Explain when living  and dead tress may be cut.
	
	

	5
	Explain how these tools can be used without leaving a trace.
	
	


(Copy this form and submit completed form to Scoutmaster for Advancement)

Totin' Chip Test Answers
Each question = 4 pts.            75 pts. to pass/100 points possible.            Score______________ 

KNIVES
1.  Sharpen your knife on an oiled sharpening stone. 
2.  Hold the blade at a 30 degree angle to the whetstone. 
3.  How many hands are used to properly close a knife? Two. 
4.  Don’t carry a knife with the blade open. 
5.  Close the blade before handing the knife to a friend. 
6.  Cut away from you to prevent injury. 
7.  Keep your knife dry, sharp, and clean at all times. 

AXES 
8. List eight of the 12 areas of an ax. 
       Handle, butt, shoulder, eye, head, face, toe, blade, bit, heel, belly, knob. 
9. How do you fix a loose ax head? Soak the ax head in water for a couple of hours. 
      When you get home drive a wedge into the head of the ax. 
10. When honing an ax rub a dry  whetstone  against the ax blade in a  circular motion. 
11. What does bucking a log mean? Cutting through it. (Usually into one foot pieces.) 
12. What is the procedure for filing an ax?   Check your handbook. 
13. Safe cutting with an ax requires clearance of an area at least how far all around? 
       Grab the ax by the head. Slowly swing the ax at arm’s length all around and above you. 
14. List two reasons for not driving an ax into the ground.  Chip. Rust. Dull it. 
15. How many people are allowed in an ax yard at any time?  One. 
16. When an ax is not in use, what should be done with the blade?  
      Sheath it or put it in a chopping block. 
17. Describe the contact method for chopping a stick.   Check your handbook. 
18. Describe the contact method for splitting a stick.  Check your handbook.  :-) 
19. Ax safety: Rest when you are tired.    Sheath it when not in use. When passing an  ax to someone,  
       hold the handle near the knob with the head down. 

SAWS 
20. A saw will cut wood twice as fast as an ax. 
21. Hold the wood firmly in place and use long, smooth saw strokes. 
22. When you have permission to clear a campsite of saplings, saw them off just above ground level. 
23. Name two kinds of camp saws. Folding saw, bow saws. 
24. What kind of file is used to sharpen a saw?    Ignition file 
25. Write the Outdoor Code and explain what it means.  
      As an American, I will do my best to be clean in my outdoor manners, be careful with  
     fire, be considerate in the outdoors, and be conservation minded. 
     Check your handbook for the meaning.  
  

Thank you, Always remember Safety first...
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